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Doctrine"

L C

i. The author of thie paper rsaches two main conclusions:
(a) that Sovist Russia is "planning & war', and (b) that Soviet
Msgia, under the Stalinist regine, will px‘obab_ly not dellberatsly
procipitate general war during the noxt decade il the Viesterm povwers
pregerve a £im policy and adequste defense., The author indicates
that an ocutbreak of major conflict during this period is unliikely.

2. Ve agree that the Kremlim probably will not dslibsrately
_aTy initiate general war im the near future, though we are uneble
@x%ﬁd this eatﬁat@ %o cover a dug&de. We belleve, howsver, that
. thers is @ continﬁ:l.ng dangsr of general war resulting from & Kremlin
action or series of actions not intended to have that result, or
 from sotions which, in the Kremlin's view, entail the risk but
not the certainty of war. We cannot agres that gesneral war is

improbable simply because the Kremlin is unlikely deliberately
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to initiate it.
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3, If "planning & wer" means the tailding up of Sovist
sconomic and military mesourcss to 2 high dsgree of war-readiness,
then we agree that Soviet Russia is planning a8 wars. Vie agrse also
that the Soviats probably expsct ewhtually to become involved
in @marallwar against ths "cepitalist” powars. If, on the other
hand, the suthor means that Soviet lussia is plarning for the
deliberate initiation of penersl war at soms future time, then
e héw no svidence either for or against the pa'opositim, and
we do not find eny such evidence in the paper. Indeed, we doubt
if the Kromlin belioves that ewen in & decads or more the productive
capacity of ltha USSR will bs equal or superior to that of the Western
powers; & requirement which the author finds to be in Soviet war

dostrine a pre-requisite to eabarking on any major campaign.

h". With respect to ths correct tempo of V.estern rearmsaent
we would obssrve that the Kremlin has open to it many eggresaive
courses of action short of a deliberate initiation of genersl war.
We believe that the Kremlin's choices among these courses of action
muat be influenced by tﬁa degres of wilitury readiness, &a well
as by the economic potentisl, of the West. Hence the tempo of
Vestern resrmament cannot be made to depend wholly on &n estimate

of Kmmlin {ntentions respocting genersl war.

IS A0R37A000200010032-5




